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 Mr. Asahel R. Wing, Fort Edward                 Term Expires 1906 

 Mr. Elmer J. West, Glens Falls                       "       1906 



Charles' Education being more Expensive to me I thought it but Justice 

to Make that Small amendment To their portions, which is far from making 

them Equal to their Brother Charles. It is my Will I be buryed in the 

Graveyard in my own farm, beside my Daughter Catherine and it is my Will 

the said Graveyard be made four Rods Square and an open free Road to it 

at all times, when it Shall be necessary and I nominate and appoint my 

said three sons Charles, James and George, Executors of this my last 

will, to see the same Executed accordingly and I order that my said 

Executors procure a suitable stone to lay over my Grave, whereon I would 

have the time of my death, my age and Coat of Arms cut. I hope they will 

Indulge in this Last piece of vanity. 

 

  Signed, Sealed, Published and 

  Declared in the presence of us, by 

  the said Charles Clinton, the testator 

  and for his last will, who 

  were present at the Signing and 

  Sealing thereof. 

  (The words "George the sum of 

  two hundred pounds and to my son" 

  being first Interlined, the 

  words "Devise to my Son James 

  his heirs" being wrote on an 

  erasure and a small erasure 

  made between the words "Charles" 

  and "It".) 

                                         CHAS. CLINTON (L. S.) 

  SAM'L SANDS.       JEREMIAH WHITE.        ARTHUR SMITH. 
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In choosing as its first subject for a memorial marker "The Half-Way 

Brook," the New York State Historical Association has made a dignified 

and wise selection, for it may be truly said that no stream in the 

Adirondack Wilderness is more noted in history and the Annals of the 

Border, than this, whose appellation "Half-Way" comes from the fact that 

it was nearly equidistant from Fort Edward on the south and Fort William 

Henry on the north. Rising in the branch of the Palmertown range known 

as the Luzerne Mountains, west of Glens Falls, running a crooked but 



generally easterly and northerly course, now expanding into small lakes 

or basins, now receiving the waters of numerous small tributaries, ponds 

and rivulets, it divides the town of Queensbury into two parts, passes 

the Kingsbury line, turns in a northerly direction, and empties into 

Wood Creek at a point about three-quarters of a mile south from Battle 

Hill, at Fort Ann, in Washington County. 

 

In the days before American history began, the region traversed by this 

stream was a favorite hunting ground for the Red Man, and this water 

course, even to-day famous for its speckled trout, was one of his chosen 

pleasuring places. 

 

For more than two hundred years the great deep-worn warpaths or 

traveling trails of the Indian Nations ran to and from its banks. And 

whether the fleet, moccasined warriors went westward over the Sacandaga 

trail to the big bend of the Hudson and so on to the Iroquois 

strongholds, or whether they came to the "Great Carrying Place," at what 

is now Fort Edward, through Lake Champlain and Wood Creek, or chose the 

trip through Lake St. Sacrament past the site of the future Glens Falls, 

down to Albany, or the west, all must cross this stream, which thus 

became as familiar to the Adirondack and Iroquois Confederacies, as the 

alphabet to us of to-day. This knowledge so gained was made ample use of 

in later times in many a bloody ambush, surprise or savage foray. After 

the defeat of Dieskau in 1755, and the building of Fort William Henry 

at Lake George and Fort Edward at the "Great Carrying Place" the 

"Half-Way Brook" became a point of strategic importance, and as a 

halting place and rendezvous for the passing troops, and the convoys of 

supplies between the two forts, it was noted throughout the northern 

colonies, as long as the French and Indian war lasted. 

 

It was variously denominated by the military authorities during that 

time. On an old manuscript map without date in the New York State 

Library, it is noted as "Schoone Creek," while the Earl of Louden's map 

in 1757 has it marked as "Fork's Creek." [FN-1] Rogers, the famous 

scout and ranger, called it "Bloody Brook." In Col. James Montresor's 

Journals, in 1757, it is styled "Half-Way Run." On the Robert Harpur 

map, in the Secretary of State's office at Albany, it is called 

"Scoune Creek," [FN-2] while Knox's Military Journal designated it as 

"Seven Mile Creek," because it was seven miles from the head of the 

lake. In Wilson's Orderly Book of Amherst's Expedition, in 1759, it is 

laid down as "Shone Creek." [FN-2] 

 

                          * * * * * 

 

 [FN-1] The name of "Fork Creek" was probably derived from the name 

 given it by Major General Fitz John Winthrop, who headed an 

 unsuccessful expedition against the Canadians and their Indian allies 

 in the summer of 1690. On August 6th, he states that "he encamped at 

 a branch of Wood Creak, called the fork." This is the place where the 

 "Half-Way" enters Wood Creek near Fort Ann. Here, while his command 

 was in camp, smallpox broke out, and a Lieut. Hubbell died from this 

 disease and was buried at that spot. Our Secretary, R. O. Bascom, in 

 his "Fort Edward Book," p. 15, states "this was the first recorded 

 burial in the country." 
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 [FN-2] Possibly a corruption of "Skene," from the founder of 

 Skenesborough. 

 

 

On a "powder horn map" made by one John Taylor of "Swago" in 1765, there 

is a block house clearly defined at "Helf Br" between Forts Edward and 

George. [FN-1] On later maps such as the Sauthier map, published about 

1778, and reproduced in the Seventh Volume of the Governor Clinton 

Papers, 

[FN-2] it bears the a popular name of "Half-Way Brook," bestowed upon it 

we know not by whom nor when, but which appearing in contemporary 

diaries, documents, letters and official despatches of "The Seven Years 

War," has ever since clung to it, and will while its waters run to the 

sea. [FN-3] 

 

                          * * * * * 

 

 [FN-1] The New York World of February 2d, 1896, had a sketch of this 

 powder horn, which, at that time, was in the museum of Major Frank 

 A. Betts, Washington, D. C. This rudely engraved map shows the various 

 forts and settlements along the Mohawk and Hudson valleys, and depicts 

 the trails to Lakes George and Champlain on the one side and to Lake 

 Ontario on the other. 

 

 [FN-2] Letter Hon. Hugh Hastings, State Historian. 

 

 [FN-3] C. Johnson's History of Washington County (pub. Phila., 1878) 

 states that the "Half-Way Brook" was also known as "Clear River"--p. 

 301. The U. S. Geological Survey, in its map of this section of New 

 York State, published about 1895, has labeled the brook as "Half-Way 

 Creek," which, while it may be technically correct, will never be 

 recognized in local usage or by faithful historians. 

 

 

It will be remembered that in the Campaign of 1755, Sir William Johnson 

had constructed a corduroy road from Fort Edward to Lake George, 

following substantially the present highway between the two points. Cut 

through the dark and gloomy virgin forest, with its overhang of 

interlaced pine and evergreen boughs, its thickets of dense underbrush, 

the road led through swamps, over rivulets, over sandy knolls, and 

primal rocky hills to the head of the lake. On every side was leafy 

covert or rugged eminence, suitable for ambuscade or hiding-place of 

savage foe, or hardly less savage Canadian or French regular. Every rod 

of ground on this road is stained with the blood of the English, the 

Colonists, and their Indian allies, or that of their fierce, implacable 

enemies. Hardly a mile but what has its story of massacre, surprise, 

murder, deeds of daring and heroism, or of duty performed under horrible 

and heartrending circumstances. 

 

In order to protect the road, as well as afford a resting place for 

soldiers and teamsters, and to supply a needed depot for military stores 

and provisions, the late Dr. A. W. Holden [FN] in his History of 

Queensbury, says: "At an early period in the French War, a block house 


