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i 25th Goxgnns; Doc. No. 21. Ho. oF Rers,
‘ 3d Session. TYyeus. Dejii,

STEAM-ENGINES.

Horsx or Rirnesextarives or tac Usrrep Sraves, N
January 16, 183).
Mr. Sexesaxwr, from the Sclect Commiltoe on the subject of steam-engines, reported the fob-
lowing resolution, which was adopted by the House, viz:
Resolved, That ten thousand extra capics be printed of the report of the Secretary of the
‘Treasury on stcam-engines, and of the two communications from said Secretary this Jeoy ordercd

-t te printed.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
Trunsmilling, in obedience to a resolution of the House of the 29t3 of
June lust, information in relution (o Sleam-LEngines, &e.
) DecemBer 13, 1838.
Reag, and referred to 2 Sclect Committee of seven memlbiers.
nuted by the printer of the House, under the superintendence of the Nceretary of the Treasury,
with authority to make any additions and corrections which may cecur to hun in the progress
of the printing.
e
- Treasury DerasTrest, December 12, 1838.

Str: The House of Representatives, on the 29th of June last, adopt~ ]
' a resolution in the following words:

, * Kesolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to collect
v and report 1o Congress, on the first day of the next session, all the infor-
mation that can be obtained as to the use of steam-engines in the Unitcd
States, and the accidents and loss of life or property which have attende
their us~; and espcecially that he ascertain and report :

1. The whole number ol steam-engines in the United States: where
and by whom they were constructed ; where they are used; how long s
they have Leen used ; their capacity or power, respectively ; and the pur-
.pou:, or uses Lo whmh applied ; and whether high or low pressure. .
[ The explosions or other dmwswrs which have happened to such en-
;:ines: when and where ; with as many of the circunstances attending
the surme as ean be collected.

b 3. The causes, as far as they can be ascertained, of such explosions ~r
other disasters.

4. The loss of life ‘or property, or injury to persous or propaﬂytwh <h
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has ensued in each case; distinguishing the mode of injary, by burning,
scalding, wounding, drowning, or otherwise.

5. The disasters to steamboats, when, where, and how they have oc-
curred, by explosion, collision, fire, or otherwise ; the size, capacity, or
burden of the boats, their age, and where and by whom built.

6. How such steamboats were manned ; and whether intoxicating liquor
was served out to, or permitted to- be used by, the hands or persons em-
ployed on board the same.

7. The names of the owners and masters or commanders of the boats
to whi;.:.h such disasters have happened, and of the officers and crews
thereof.

8. In the case of boats to which no disasters have happened, the burden
and size of the same; when, where, and by whom built ; and the names
of the owners and masters, or commanders and engineers.

9. Any such other information as may scem to him material.”

Steps were immediately taken to procure the information desired, though
it was of a character so extensive and ramified, that the prospeet of much
success in so short a time was very unpromising. ,

As the different districts for the collection of the customs include all the
territory of the United States, and most of the steamboats had been built,
and the accidents to them occurred, near the residence of the chief officers
in those districts, the most appropriate and efficient course appeared to be
to request those officers to act as agents in obtaining facts on the whole
subject of the resolution. Accordingly, a circular was prepared with a
view to accomplish that object; and on the 12th day of July it was for
warded to each of them. .

Other circulars, besides various letters, have since been sent to such of
these officers as had made imperfect or no returns of the information re-
quested. Copies of all the circulars are annexed, (Nos. L,to 8.) In those
districts where the greatest number of steamboats and other steam ma-
chinery was supposed to be employed, an authority was given, in a post-
script to the original circular, to engage additional assistance in collecting
the information, so as to secure, as far as possible, a thorough and early
return. A copy of the postscript is annexed, (No. 4.)

With a view to procure such other intelligence and opinions as might
Le useful to Congress in further legislation on the important subject of
steam-vessels, and in an especial manner to enable the Department, under
the 9th section of the resolution, to offer something which might conduce
to the public benefit in preventing accidents in the use of steam, 1 pre-
pared a letter, on the 28th of August, requesting advice in relation to the
c.nses and preventives of explosions in steam-engines, and in relation to
such modifications in the late act of Cgsgmss concerning steam-vessels, as
might appear likely to promote increased security of life and property. It
was addressed to several gentlemen of scientific attainments, as well as
others possessing practical skill. A copy of it is annexed, (No. 5.)

Other sources of information have been resorted to,some of which,
deeied most important, are indicated in the schedule annexed, (No. 6.)

A few of the returns were, very imperfect, but have been corrected
“rhenever practicable.

A list of those districts from which no returns, or only partial ones, have
} ven received, is annexed, (No. 7.)

All the returns which have reached the Departmeift have been arranged
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Relurn respecting Ii-ﬂlmlﬂﬂ wsed in Siﬂlli?:\ﬁaﬂﬁ inthe district of Miumi, Ohio; prepared in pursuance of inslruc-
- ‘tions from the Secretary.of the Tﬂ'-mmuy to cmbfc him to campty t.urM u resolulion af the Hopuse qf Repﬂunl-

alives of June 29, 1838, . -
24 >
§s
Name of boat. i Whers buil
T .2 1§- -
Oftver Newbergy 170 12 120 Mt Clemens
Montoo” TS Meiiroe, Mich.
Otiver H. Perry 146 Pecrysburs, 0,
Anthony Wq_q} ‘IH _' Do,
Uhosspeaks  + 178 rl.a-q city
W alwah . loo ke Perrydbag, O,
David Crockett- 87 a0 w

Perrysburg is a southern suburb of Toledo, Ohio * * Ungertaip.
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