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PREFACE.

Tmiz first written history of Danbury, begun several years
sinee by James Montgomery Bailey, but left unfinished by his
too early death, has been placed, by the Relief Bociety of Dan-
bury, in my hands for completion,

The broken threads that fell from lifeless fingers have been
reverently gathered up and woven into the web of this history,
in the hope that the sons and daughters of Danbnry, wherever
they are scattered, may find some pleasing words of the old
home, its early settlers, ond its citizens of to-day. Besides the
names of those mentioned in the variouz chapters to whom
thanks are done, we are indebted for conrtesies to Mr, Hoadley,
Ztate Librarian of Connecticut ; Mr. Denn, Librarian of the Ilis-
torical and Genealogleal SBoeiety of Boston ; Mr, Putnam, Libra-
rian of the Boston Publie Library ; Hon, George White, of Wel-
lesley, Mass.: Mr. Mills, of Fairfield ; Mr. Beymour, of Bridge-
port, and Mr, Hamilton, of Meriden.

Among the residents of Danbury thanks are especially due to
Colonel Samnel Gregory, General James Ryder, J. W. Bacon,
Harvey Osborn, Dr. D C. Brown, James 8, Taylor, Btebbins
Boxter, Luman Huobbell, E. A. Honseman, George F. Ives,
Messrs. Hophkins and Hodges, of the Probate Office ; Mr. Ising,
of the Record Office, and Mr. Turner, SBelectman.

Rev, H. L. Slack and Deacon Andrew Benedict, of Bethel,
have been most helpful, snd to Messra, Ismel Wilson and
George Fairchild we owe thanks.
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only danghter Mary, now wife of Jooathan Pierson, of Derby
sons Elias, Joln, Henry,  Brother Henry Bates, of Wallingford,
and Lieuntenant Ebepezer Hickoek, of Danbury, execntors,’

The will of Stephen Cuvtiss, of Danbory, was deawn Jannary
2l 1740-41, and proboted April Tth, 1741 Wife Abigail ;
= only son Stephen a donble portion ;™ remainder divided be-
twesn two d;mgﬂtvm. * Brother Froneis Knop awd Joshea
Knap execntors,”

Isnae Wildman, of Danbory.  Will dated February 234, 1742-
43, Wife Eligabeth ; F danghter Saah, now ye wife of John
Towner, of Oxford Parish, Danghter Olive onder 18, Sons
David, John, and Benjamin,  Wife Elizabeth and my
hrother-in-law, Benj. Bouton, to be exr” Father Abea-
ham Wildman, decensed, brother John Wildman, deceased, had
legacies [rom extate.  Will probated Jone 2h, 1743,

Nathaniel Stevens.  Will deawn February 1st, 174248, pro-
bated Juoly Sth, 1745, Wife Ruoth; sons Nathanpiel, Nathan,
Abeaham, Timothy; danghter Hamnah Stevens, * Grand-
danghter Elizabeth Stevens £20 if she lives with us until 18."
Yomngest sons John and Ezra.

Ensign Nathaniel Stevens's estate was inventoried July 24th-
20th, 1743,

Josinh Nickolls, of Danbury, died in 1743, Mehitable Nickolls
sweals to inventory, Jannary, 17445

Febroary 12th, 1755, Seth Kellog, a minor of Danbury, chose
Ezra Kellog, of same place, as guandian,

In 1760 Hev. William, Moses and Martha Gaylond witnessed
the will of Joseph Atherton, of Danbury.

On Oetober 15th, 15704, Benjamin Scrivener died at Danbury,
bt belonged to Norwalkk. He left a widow, four sons, and a
danghter. Serivener was probably the orviginal of Seribmer of
to-day.

Besides the names alveady mentioned in these abstracts of
wills, we find, as administrators, guardians, and witnesses, the
following belonging to Dunbury : Plott, Raimond, Copp, Huabe
belly Jackson, Haris, Hayes, Bennit, ond Waller.

EAELY WARS.

In Cueen Anne's War, 1702, and in the eall for more tronps to
attack Quebec in 1708, Connecticnt promptly filled her quota,
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he was discharged, tmt died soon after from the effect of wounds
received in battle,

In 1766  John Wood was captain and John Benediet, third,
geeond lientemant of the Eighth Company, Fourth Regiment,' .
of the forces raised against Crown Point,

In 1768 Joseph Hoit was captain-lieutenant, Exra Stephons see-
ond lientenant, and Noble Benediet ensign of the First Company
of the Fourth Regiment.

In May, 1758, the General Assemhbly appointed John Wood,
Jr. (gom of Captain John Wood), of Danbury, second surgeon’s
mate in the Fourth Regiment, The Misses Comstock, of this
city, have in their possession o powder-horn which bears the
following in pen and ink : A sketeh of a fnll-vigged ship, coat
of arms, with lion and noicorn, and the molbo, ** Hond sofl gui
mal i pense.” It bears also this inseription : © The Privaceer
Bnow Hoyal hester Docr John Wood Surgeons mate to the dth
Regiment, &iati= Snme 23, Made at Lake George, Angust the
15th 1758,

" ¢ Bubdue old Gallick haughty lonks
Then teat your spears Lo pruaing-heaks.”

In March, 1750, the following were the officers of the Filth
Company, Thind Regiment, Samunel Hobbell, eapeain ; Noble
Benedict, fivst lientenant ; Nathan Gregory, ensizgn.

In 1760 Sammel Hubbell was eaptain ; Noble Benediet, first
lientenant ; and Lemmel Benedict, second lientenant, of the Sev-
enth Company, Third Regiment.

In 1764 Joseph IMoit was captain and Noble Benediet first
lientenant of ihe Fonrth Company, Regiment, ““in the
forces now ovdered to be rised against the Indian nations who
have been guilty of perfidions and cruel mossacres of the
English.*

The lists of soldiers in these old wars give the names bat not
places of resldence, so that our certain information in regard to
onr fighting ancestors Is mengre ; but our faith in them londs us
to believe that all who were needed went with prompiness and
COUTEE,




CHAPTER XXVI.
MAIN STREET IN 1515-2v0,

It is likely that seventy vears ago the view of Danbury, with
few execptions, was the same as at the beginning of the century.
Main Street was then as now the principal thoronghfare, Run-
ning from it on the sast was North, White, and Liberty streeta ;
on the west, Franklin, Elm, West, and Wooster streets ; Sonth
Street at the foot.  To this day we have not a single street cross-
ing Main Street, although it rons the length of the village. The
other streets were River and Town Hill. Dweer Iill Avenue was
then bot a lane, ehiefly nsed for the transfer of farm produets.

MAIN STREET—EAST SIDE.

The first house, on coming into Main Street at the north, on
the east side of the street, was ocenpied by Ansron Gunn. It
wag washed away by the Kohanza disaster in 1802, Mr. Gunn
had two sons who were drafted in the War of 1812, and entered
the army at New London.

The next house stomd on the corner of Norvth Street, Tt was
oeenpied by Benjamin Barnom, and was a large, roomy build-
ing. Bome years ago it was moved north on Main Street, and
still stands there,

On the opposite corner lived Noal Hubbell, Between there
and what is now Patch Street there was but one honse, Tt was
ormmpied by William Pateh, Jr.

Next to him was a small tenement owned by Mary Daniels,
then veeupied by o family named Barnum.,

John Gregory's louse ecame next, None of his descendants
are living lere,

Where Wildman's lane or conrt now is were two honses, since
gone.  One of thess was ocenpled by Benjamin Cozier, and the
other by William Pateh, Sen.;
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Hartford, where, after years of failing health, he died on Moreh
17th, 1805, and wos buried in Wooster Cemetery, in Danbury,
beaide his wife, whose tombstone bears this tomching inscription,
* Hood-bye till morning.”  For him the morning has dawned.

Ten months after the resignation of Mr. Stons, Rev, Samuel (.
Coe heeame pastor, his installation taking place December 4th,
1850, Iwmring the pastorate of Mr. Coe the present chureh edi-
fieo was bnilt,  As our anecestors hul ontgrown their early logc-
houses, 8o the chnrch had outgrown its old mesting-honse.  The
eoat of this building with the land was abont #32,000. Tt was
dedicated on Weidneaday, April 25th, 1858

Mr. Coe was pastor daring the greater part of the Civil War,
und his sermons wers helps to the loyal and patriotie.  In Jone,
1864, fealing the nesd of rest from the core of o parish, Mr. Coe
resigned his office as pastor of this chnreh.  During the years of
his stay the membership increased from 216 to 856,

After leaving Danbury, Mr. Coe supplied the pulpit at Ridge-
field for fonr yvears, and preached for six months in the Second
Preshvterian church of Cleveland, 0. He died in New Haven,
December Tth, 1868,  His memory is fragrant in the hearta of
many to wlhom he ministered,

Rev. A, L. Frigbie, of Ansonin, became pastor in July, 1885,
During hiz ministry improvements were made npon the parson-
age, and largely throngh his efforts a new organ was seenped at
a cost of 33500, Among the froits of his ministry are some of
the best Christinn workers in the church.  Mr. Frishie resigned
on September 11th, 15871, and removed to Des Moines, Ia.,
hecoming pastor of the Congregational church in that eity. At
the time of his departure the membership of the chureh was 877,

After a vaeaney of two venrs Rev. Joel J. Hoogh began his
labors as pastor, October 12th, 15873, During hiz pastorate the
main andience-room, Snnday-school, and social rooms were im-
proved and refurnished at considerable expense, and the church
was in a flonrishing condition in all departments of its work,
Mr. Hough was dismissed on December 10th, 1878,

Rev. James W, Hubbell was installed as pastor on May 20th,
1878, During his stay the choreh interior was renewed and a
chapel bnilt at an expense of 17,0000 Some of the largest nooes-
sions to the membership of the chorch were made during the
pastorates of Mr, Frisbie and Mr, Hubbell.
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for social gatherings, Iairs, soppers, and any worlkl or pleasure
that may justly accord with the life of a vigorons Christian
church. The entire bullding is heated by three furnaces, and
lighted with gus and electricity.

The Building Committes are Lnman 1. Hubbell, Cola 5. Peck,
Miles D, Washburn, Martin W. Foster, Joseph T. Bates, and the
Rev, James Vincent, pastor.

On Snnday, September 10th, 1803, with Rev. J. Smith Dodge,
1, as the preacher, this ehureh was dedicated to the Fatlwer-
homl of God, the brotherhoml of the human race, the gennine
life of the Christlike religion, and a confident assurance of its
ultimate and complete trinmph in the bringing of all mankind
to the love of righteonsness, thus saving them from ignorance
aml loss, sin and sorrow, and making the life that now is and
that which is to come a blessing to the whole world.

With the completion of the new church the opportunity offered
itself and the necessary machinery was at hand for what may
I ealled a new era for Universalism o Daubury.

That opportinity has not been left unnsed, and the machinery
of the new strneture has been made operative in developing the
social, doetrinal, and devotional life and inflnence of a charch
thna dedicated to the worship of God and the welfare of man.
As the fonndation of its faith is the Fatherlood of God, so the
merhod of 1ts work is home and fresdom, and its aim the culti-
vation of the thonghtful and reverent Christian mind.

Various departments are organized for speeial lines of effort,
all to concentrate npon the task of making life sacred, helptol,
and glad.  Among these are the Society, the Churoh, the Sun-
dav-zchool, the Ladies’ Social, the Women's Mission Circle, the
Young People’s Christinn Union, and the Thursday Night Con-
ference.

Ope and & half vears have passed sinee the beginning of this
new erm.  There have been no spasms of religions feeling, no
sensational methods, but steady, persistent work, the resulis of
which appear in the fact that the Sunday-school has donbled its
numbers, the ladies’ membership moltiplied by thres, and the
congregation guadrupled in average attendance.  The other inter-
esfz of the church have also inereased in value and eficiency,
and the outlook for the years to come is fnll of promise for
Universalism and the Universalists of Danbury.
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men, including officers, and No. 1, of sixteen men, including
officers,”

At a meeting of the warden and burgesses, held July 18th,
1820, the following were appointed officers of Fire Company
No. 2: E. Moss White, Foreman ; Willinm Pateh, Assistant
Foreman ; Eli T. Hovt, S8ecretary.

The following were the firemen of said company : John Foot,
Daniel Anderson, Sammel Barber, Rory Starr, Thomas M.
Gregory, Alfred Benediet, John F. Baird, Starr Nichols, Edward
Tweedy, Enoeh Moore, SBands Perkins, Edward Holmes, Under-
hill Nelzon, Stephen T. Gregory, David P. Abbott, Samnel J.
Downing, Henry C. Lobdell.

The officers of Company No. 1 were: Elias 3. Sanford, Fore-
man ; John Fry, Assistant Foreman ; Ephmim Gregory, Secre-
tary.

The firemen of this company were: Samnel Stebbins, Moses
Yale, Lucins H. Bonghton, Thomas F. Whittlesey, Timothy B.
Hickoel, Alfred Gregory, Sammel O, Wildman, Idarins Starr,
Nathaniel Wood, Gilead &, Taylor, Hubbell Wildman, Fred-
ericlk 8, Wildman, Benjamin Smith.

Angnst 221, 1820, the following persons were added to No. 2
Samnel G. Bonghton, Henry Benedict, Darius Dikeman, Zar
Stone, Russell Dobhbse,

August 27eh Charles A, Jump was added to No. 1, and Sep.
tember 3d Emery Shadbolt to No. 2,

On June 17th, 1850, the warden and burgesses were directed
to prooure the necessary ladders, hooks, and running apparatus
for o hook and ladder company, also to erect or proeure a build-
ing for the same. The company to consist of not more than
twelve persons of eighteen years of age or over.

The following officers were elected on July Sth, 1860 : Enmnel
&, Raymond, Foreman ; Orlande W. Jennings, Assistant Fore-
man ; 3. C, Wildman, Treasarer ; I, B. Booth, Secretary.,

Between 1850 and 1888 the following persons served as officers :

Foremen : W, TL Raymond, Loman L. Hubbell, W. A, Anson,
J. T. Bartley, Howard P. Stevens, Robert J. Brown, William
Rowley, W. F. Hoyt, John W, Newbhnry.

Assistant Foremen : 1. B, Booth, N. Lo White, Bamuel C.
Wildman, 0. R. Jenkins, W. K. Patch, Edward K. Patch, F. P,
Ferry, M. W. 2eott, George Ookley, Jesse Day, J. F. Bartley,
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Treasurer), A. W. Parmales, George R. Morgan, C. 8. Morgan,
Lawrence W, Smith, F. I Fry, Joln J. Brady, Ed. Acker,
H. D. Lounsbury, A. Hurgeon, C. T. Ansno, Ed. 8mith, Charles
Harrie, C. C. Hoyt, A. W. Parmalee,

Trepsurers : A. N. Stebbins, Thomas F. Fay, Angustus Par-
soms, . Bchoen, Eli Bailey, Howard M. Ivea, Willinm Coleman,
John Small, F. I». Fry, Morris Meyer, C. 8. Andrews.

Officers of the Kohanza Hose Company, No, 2, in 1862: Charles
Lamhb, Foreman ; G. M. Southmayd, Assistant Foreman ; F. 5.
Wildman, SBecretary ; John Tweedy, Treasurer.

Sinee then the following have served as officers

Foremen : Frederick 3. Wildman, C. H. Crofat, Charles H.
Howt, John A. Green, Harriz L. Crofnt, J. Amsbury, Edward
Lobdell, G. E. Lobdell, J. H. Elwood,

Assistant Foremen ; ¢, H, Crofut, Harris L, Crofut, Charles
H. Lamh, Stephen L. Bedient, Samuel C. Holley, C. H. Hoyt,
Matthew Muordock, M. L. Dean, J, W. English, B. L. Taylor,

Secretaries : H. In Crofut, A. N. Wildman, J. Amshury,
George W. Barnum, M. F. Kelly, Augnustus Ising, P. B. Norman.

Treasarers ; J. Amsbnry, George W. Barnom, H. L. Crofut,
Lester Comes, C. L. Taylor, 0. Meade,

Chief Engineers since 1852: E. K. Whittlesey, W. F. Hovt,
David v Wildman, John A. Green, Alson J. Smith, Jesse T,
Brevens, W. W. Raymond, Dwight E. Rogers, W. W, Bedient,
Thomas A. Lonnsbory, Luman I. Hubbell, M. W. Scoit, Curtis
C. Hoyt, P. J. Fisher, Howard P. Stevens, John W. Newbury,
John H. Elwood, Morria Meyers.

First Assistant Engineers: D B. Booth, Henry T. Dann,
N. L. White, Bamue] C. Wildman, Charles W. Laml, Stephen 5.
Bedient, Morris T. Jennings, Samnel C. Holley, Abner Grham,
Amos N. Stebbins, Dwight E. Rogers, Charles Crofut, Harris I.
Crofot, John A. Green, George C. Comes, Edward K. Patch,
F. P, Ferry, M. W. Scott, George Oakley, Jessa Day, Howard P.
Stevens, R. H. Brady, P. H. Simmons, Richard Fitzsimmons,
John K. Spain, Thomas A. Lounsbury.

Second Assistant Engineers sinee 1887 : John E. Tivenin, T. F.
Fay, D. E. Loswe, Jesse Day, William Hart, Frank P. Ferry,
Robert Brady, P. H. Simmons, F. C. Olmstead, F. E. Gallagher,
George Stott.

The Independent Hose Company, located at the north end of
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Also SBilas Hickok and his sons, Andrew and George ; onr presi-
dent of to.day, Ethel T. Farpam ; George and John Clapp,
Hiram Weed, Harry Preston, and Benjamin Durnnt.

“In Grassy Plain lived Ebenezer Taylor, ealled * Uncls Nezs,'
father of Joseph, Lewis, Eleager, Czar, and several danghters,
one of whom marred my old friend, Almon Price. Tn the same
neighborhoud lived Amos Wheeler with his mother and sisters,
Jerusha ond Mary ; also Zadock Starr, Jabez and Elinkim Trow-
bridge, Hugh, Matthew, and George Starr, and Levi Benedict.
My uncle, Deacon Peter Barnnm, resided near by, also David P.
Nichols with his mother and sister. In Old Lane, between
Grassy Plain and Bethel, lived Deacon Daniel Iickok, & very
old deaf man, who for several years before his death st in the
pulpit in grder to hear the services, Noah Hubbell lived in Old
Laue, and Jabez and Saonel Trowbeldge lived at the south end
of Grassy Plain SBrreet,

“In Plumtrees I remember Unele Thad. Williams, the Eather
of Jenks, Thad., Isaac, Ir, John, Whipple, Welcome, and some
danghters. North of Mr, Thad. Williams lived Pliny Barnum,
who with his family removed to Ohio in 1818, Their travelling
two-horse wagon, coversd with a brown linen top, drove into
Bethel village, where all their neighbors and friends met them
to say pood-by, Men and women eried like children at the
thowght that this family was to make a jonrney of from fonr to
six wecks, exposed to the perils of the great Western wilderness,
Near Pliny Barnum lived Asel and Ira Barnnm, and my grand-
father, Ephraim Barnum, who was a captain in the Revoln-
tionary War. My nncles, Noah 2. Barnum, S8amuel and Abel
Barnnm, Jonathan Couch, John Benedict, Benjamin Hoyt, with
son of some name, Gilend Ambler, Joseph Hitcheock, Benajah
Benedict, Thaddens Starr, the father of Hannah and Rebecen.
The latter married Timothy Hollister. John Dibble and my
consin, Ephraim Barnum, lived in the same loality,

“The calling over of these names, though secores of former
friends are omitted, reminds me of the good woman who was
plonsly reading from the New Testament to her dying husband,
to comfort him in his last moments, The clergyman enterad the
sick-room and heard her devontly reading from the first chapter
of Matthew, © Abraham begat Isase, and Isanc begat Jacob, and
Jaecob begat Judas,” ete. T hope the genenlogy of our Bethelites,



