In the spring of 1864, a student of medicine from upstate New York joined the Union army and
ended up stationed in Virginia, across the Potomac River from Washington. D.C. Over the next
vear and a half, Richtmyer Hubbell (ME# 5911), in his early twenties, visited Washington
several times a month, witnessed some of the most compelling events of the Civil War period,
and kept an account of them in his diary. His entries are unique for their time as well as for ours,
They chronicle not the military aspects of the war but the political and social events and
anticipate the impact that those events will have on the war and on the nation. In Potomac Diary
we witness Hubbell's three meetings with Pres. Abraham Lincoln. We go with Hubbell to the
Electoral College balloting in the 1864 presidential election, to Lincoln's second inauguration.
and to the New Year's Eve ball at the White House in 1865, In the most eloquent entry, which 1s
both chilling and prophetic, we share Hubbell's grief and insight into the assassination of
Lincoln. Marc Newman 1s a historian, writer, and history teacher. For Potomac Diary he has
included enlightening historical information and exquisite illustrations to enhance the diary
entries. This book would not have been possible without the full cooperation of the Town of
Jefferson, New York: Mildred Bailey, town historian, whose efforts saved the diary manuscript;
and Shirley Hubbell Anderson and other members of the Hubbell family, who brought forth
valuable photographs and documents. Tempus Publishing, Inc. 128 pages.
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With Compliments.
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