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THE WOMENS AUXILIARY FERRYING SQUADRON (WAFS)

Over 25,000 women applied for the honor of flying for their country during WWII. Of these,
1,830 were choosen to receive training, and 1,074 graduated. These are the women accepted into
the program but who did not reach graduation for differing reasons. There were 756. Seven of
these women are not originally listed as their names could be found in the historical records.
However, four of these seven have been found. Also, two others, for 44-1 and 44-3, have been
identified. This brings the total trainees to 758.

About 30 percent did not pass the training requirements.
Another 8 percent resigned.

About 1.5 percent did not make it because of medical reasons.
About 0.8 percent were released for disciplinary reasons,

and 11 were killed while training (KIS).

These counts do not include the 28 women of the Womens Auxillary Ferrying Squadron
(WAFS) that were organized by Nancy Love, the first woman to fly a P-51 on February 27,
1943. The WAFS program was officially announced on September 10, 1942. The first 11 WAFS
were sworn in on September 21, 1943. (This was also the day the B-29 made its first sucessfull
flight.) By the middle of December, they were all on station. The WAFS are often referred to as
The Originals. There was only one WAFS recruit that did not pass the inital flight test, Catherine
Slocum.

In the meantime, Jacqueline Cochran, who was the first woman to fly a bomber across the
Atlantic on June 17, 1941, got approval to start another training program on September 15, 1942,
the Womens Flight Training Detachment (WFTD). The first class was started on November 15,
1942, and the last class graduated on December 7, 1944,

From the graduation of the first class of WFTDs in April of 1943 to the closing of the program,
the WAFS and WFTDs worked together. On June 28, 1943, this group of women pilots were
officially renamed as the WASP.

They are listed by class and then alphabetically by their maiden names. Their married name is
shown in parenthesis, ().

WASP CLASS 44-4 Trainees.
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