Alrick Hubbell (mayor, 1856, 1857)

A Whig defeated Democrat John Hinman 1,488 to 1,327, to become the 18th person to serve as
mayor since Utica became a city in 1832. His name was Alrick Hubbell and the year was 1856.

It may have been 24 years later but apparently, a raise was not in order. The city’s first mayor,
Joseph Kirkland, was paid $250 a year. In 1856, Alrick, too, would be paid $250.

Hubbell was born in Utica on Oct. 4, 1802. His father, Matthew, was from Lanesboro,
Massachusetts and had fought the British at the Battle of Bennington during the Revolutionary
War.

He was one of the area’s first settlers, having arrived in the hamlet of Old Fort Schuyler (later
renamed Utica) in 1790. He built a house on the east side and later Hubbell Street was named for
him. He and his wife had 12 children, including Alrick.

Before being elected mayor, Alrick served as deputy sheriff in Oneida County and then as chief
engineer of Utica’s first department. In 1841, he was elected to the Common Council.

His first year as mayor was dominated by city finances. The city was still in debt so Hubbell and
aldermen decided to raise taxes. Also, the state Legislature authorized the city to borrow money
to lower the debt. It also required the city to deposit all city moneys in the bank that paid the
highest interest.

Meanwhile, the Cornhill section of the city was growing rapidly so it was decided to build a new
firehouse there.

In March 1857, Hubbell was re-elected, defeating Democrat Charles S. Wilson, 1,735 to 1,378.

In his inaugural address, Hubbell complained that city department heads and aldermen were
spending too much money and ignoring an 1849 law that prohibited the city from incurring any
debt not payable within the year.

One week later, the Common Council raised the salaries of some city employees and said the
city no longer would deposit moneys in the bank that gave the highest interest, but, instead, “city
deposits will be lett entirely to the discretion of the Common Council.”

Jticans were furious. They demanded to meet with Hubbell and aldermen. A meeting was held
in Mechanics Hall and since violence was expected, Hubbell ordered the hall be guarded by
police.

Hubbell presided at the meeting that was attended by many former mayors and aldermen. There
was no violence and current aldermen attending promised to begin once again to deposit city
moneys with the bank giving the highest interest.

After leaving office, Hubbell, in 1858, was elected to the state Senate. He became a director of
the Utica & Black River Railroad and began to invest money in area businesses.

He was a Baptist and attended services in the Broad Street Church. He also taught Bible classes
there. And, he became involved in the development of Madison University, which evolved into

Colgate University.

He and his wife had two daughters and two sons. He died on Jan. 17, 1877, at age 74.



Alrick Hubbell
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