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A Rare Opportunity
At the November 2017 Hubbell Museum

and Library Board meeting,  Harvey Hubbell V
(13708/11025) asked Society President Margie
Hlava (10293/8667) for some assistance with his
father's archives. Harvey Hubbell IV
(10080/8490) had an abiding interest in the
Society and provided strong fiscal and moral
support. Although he had provided articles for
the Societies' publications, the extent of his
collection and subsequent research was largely
unknown. Harvey V recognized that the material
had to be evaluated.  Harvey said, “Bring the
Boys” and Margie knew who he meant so she
contacted Richard W Hubble (16285/12731),
publications editor and Hilbert Hubble
(11859/9750), genealogy chair to form a SWAT
team to assist Harvey by evaluating the material
and making recommendations for disposal or
preservation.

The team arrived in Litchfield, Connecticut
about noon on Sunday 25 February 2018 and
immediately started to collect the material in one
large room. It was immediately recognized that

many tables were needed for sorting.
Most of the material was in folders
and notebooks and had been
through several iterations -  so each
had to be examined for content,
relevancy and most current edition.
It was apparent that Harvey IV not
only researched his Hubbell
ancestors but also did detailed
research on several important allied
branches of the family. Harvey was
keenly interested in aviation and in
particular hot air ballooning. A
separate container was designated
for that material with a view to send
the material to the New England
Aviation Museum of which Harvey
was a patron.

The sorting strategy involved
collecting original documents and
artifacts of the Hubbell family for
preservation at the Hubbell Library,
separating the allied families i.e.
Pinto, Edwards, Ham etc. for
eventual digitization and

preservation at Hubbell Library, and
identifying photographs. There was much
duplication and it was not unusual to find an
original document and many copies
scattered among the various notebooks.
Items relating to the various Hubbell
investments, medical records, and other
legal documents not destined for
preservation by the Society were collected in
a separate "pile" for Harvey and his family's
review and disposition.  Once we finished
with the main house collection Harvey took
us to look at the content in the attics of 3
more houses on the property.  Somewhat
overwhelmed, we decided most of that
material would await later assessment.

By Tuesday afternoon, the sorting was
finished and the plans for digitizing the
material (by Harvey V) commenced. The
team took a break in the afternoon to visit
historic Litchfield. Our thanks to our
gracious host for providing room, board and
a unique adventure.   M.H.K.Hlava

Margie Hlava and Hilbert Hubble in front of one of
four houses containing over 150 years accumulation of
the Harvey Hubbell Family papers and memorabilia.

Having never left Connecticut, 5 generations of family
members never discarded anything.

Among the family papers was discovered the original announcement for Harvey Hubbell II’s
first patent, issued in Sept 1887: a toilet paper dispenser with a sample of tissue paper.  The

announcement will be archived at the Hubbell Museum in Des Moines, IA
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The Hubbell Society, Museum
& Library
Formerly known as:

The Hubbell Family Historical Society

The Hubbell Society, Museum &
Library (HSML) is a volunteer not-for-
profit organization, founded in 1981, to
research the genealogy, preserve the history,
recognize the achievements, and promote
fellowship for the descendants of Richard
Hubball, the immigrant. The Society invites
membership from descendants of Richard
Hubball of England and the New Haven
Colony, Connecticut, from persons
interested in genealogy and history, and
from organizations supporting such
activities.

President: Marjorie M.H.K Hlava
Vice President: Roger Hubbell

Recording Secretary: Dorcus Aunger
Treasurer: Jan Hubble Fulton

Editor: Richard Wood Hubble

Annual Dues:
(Payable in U.S. or Canadian dollars)

Individual / Family (w/ minor children)  $20
Contributing Member $50
Participating Member $100

Proud to be a Hubbell/Hubble $200
Societies and Libraries $10

Reunions:
Society reunion meetings are held every
two years. The next Biennial Reunion
will be held in Houghton, MI.  June 21-24,
2019.

For general information, write to:
Marjorie Hlava- President

P.O. Box 80784; Albuquerque, NM
87198      Phone: 505-975-5578
E-mail: mhlava@accessinn.com

___________

Hilbert R. Hubble-Genealogist
2900 N. Leisure World Blvd. #411

Silver Spring, MD 20906-7307
E-mail: hhubble@comcast.net

__________

Send articles for Family Notes to:
Richard W. Hubble

626 Birch Ave
San Mateo, CA 94402

E-mail: hubblerw@comcast.net
__________

Scholarship Fund
and

Membership Chairperson
Donald C. Hubbell, Committee Chair

5102 Kenmore Avenue
Parma, OH 44134

Phone: 440-886-4148
E-mail:  hubbmember@cox.net

__________
Visit our web site: http://www.hubbell.org

Our website continues to undergoing major renovations.  You can now purchase, from
the website (under the “Store” tab),  genealogy books and merchandise using paypal.

Membership dues can be purchased under the “About” tab.

Don’t forget, all previous Family Notes and Annuals, along with other historical
material, are available under the “Publications” tab for reading and research.

Go To: www.hubbell.org

Important Notice
The Family Reunion in Houghton, MI will be June 21-24, 2019 NOT June 15-17 as

stated in the Fall Newsletter.

*********************

-Notice-
The Society is looking for

someone to assume the
responsibilities of Editor
of the Family Notes and
Annual.  Any interested
persons should contact

Margie Hlava at:
mhlava@accessinn.com

*********************

*
*
*
*
*
*
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*
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*
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The 19th Biennial Reunion of The Hubbell Society,
Museum and Library    June 21-24, 2019

Welcome to Houghton, Michigan that is about ten miles from the small town of
Hubbell. This Upper Peninsula, northern Michigan town is located in the Keweenaw
Peninsula, which extends north into Lake Superior and is known for its spectacular
scenery and long copper mining history. Our cousin, Jay Abel Hubbell (2511f), was a
lawyer, judge, and U.S. representative in the late 1800’s in this area. In 1885, he was
the figure most responsible for getting the state legislature to establish a school of
mines for the training of copper mining engineers in Houghton, which is today
Michigan Technological University with an enrollment of 7,200 students. He donated
land for the school’s first buildings and one building, Hubbell Hall, was completed in
1890. A nearby copper-smelting town was also renamed to ‘Hubbell’ in 1903 to honor
him.

For lodging we will stay at the Magnuson Franklin Square Inn in Houghton with
“magnificent views” of the Portage Waterway. It is a 7 story, full service hotel located a
few blocks from downtown Houghton and the University.

We will tour Michigan Technological University, visit the town of Hubbell, learn
about the local history of copper mining, tour an underground copper mine, and see
some of the natural attractions of Michigan’s beautiful Keweenaw Peninsula.

Karen (Hubbell) Wertanen, will be your local host for this 2019 HSML Reunion.
For more reunion information contact Karen at upkaren@aol.com.

Joe (Tarence) Hubble, a yeoman warder at the Tower of London (1979-1999)
served as a personal tour guide of the Tower for two Hubbell Society trips to England.
Joe, accompanied by his wife, Joy, and his nephew, Ian, acted as tour guides of the
Tower for the 1988 Hubbell Family visit to England. He repeated as guide for the 1994
Family trip as well.  An escort to the Queen Mother and friend of the Royal Family,
Joe served a long and distinguished career, including 28 years in the Black Watch
regiment.  Joe past away in early 2018 at the age of 84.

Joe Hubble 1934-2018

Joe Hubble

http://www.hubbell.org
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Hilbert Hubble (L) being presented with the award by  Mr.
Donald Naples, Chair of the Awards Committee

President David Robison and Members of the
Connecticut Society of Genealogists. Hello and
thank you. I accept this honor in full recognition
of the members of the Hubbell Society, Museum
and Library that contributed the history of their
families and provided the encouragement and
resources that allowed the printing of our fifth
family history. In particular, I want to
acknowledge Marjorie Hlava, President of our
Society, who did the research in England for the
first section of the book and Richard Hubble who
did the graphics.   Additionally, I must recognize
my wife Joan who put up with my long hours on

the computer and trips for research
and meetings.

This is the fifth edition of our
family history. The first was
published in 1881 and again in
1915 by Walter Hubbell, a
traveling actor whose profession
allowed him to make contacts with
his contemporary family members.
After much effort, he realized that
all descended from a common
ancestor.  His books sat on the
shelves for 65 years until Harold B.
Hubbell of Rowayton, CT.
contacted Hubbell's via the phone
book as he sat in his hotel rooms at
night.  He published the third
edition of our genealogy in 1980.
This was followed by a greatly
expanded fourth edition in 1995.
The response to his 1980 book led

to the establishment of the Hubbell
Family Historical Society in 1982.

The resources of the family
organization have produced topical books
on subjects such as the first Hubbell to
settle in each state, the wives of the first
five generations who were Hubbells by
choice, a military history and a history of
the Connecticut Hubbell sea captains also
published this year. And less I forget, a
cookbook.

I mention this for two reasons. First,
that I could not have done this without the
basis and continuity provided by the first
editions, and the resources of the Hubbell
Family Historical Society. Second, to
encourage family historians to look
beyond recording dates to tie their family
history to the events of their day. Thank
you again.

The Connecticut Society of Genealogists
awarded Hilbert Hubble the Grand Prize in their 2017
Literary Awards Contest for the Millennium Edition of the Genealogy of the
Hubbell Family.  Hilbert attended the presentation ceremony in October of
2017.  Below is Hilbert’s acceptance speech.

Like many first-generation non-English speakers trying to
make a go of it in America, Carlos Rivas, a native of El Salvador,
had neither time nor opportunity to learn any more English than
that which came his way. For 17 years, he associated primarily
with other Spanish speakers in his El Jebel, Colorado neighbor-
hood, and at work, so he spoke only Spanish.  And like many im-
migrants, he was working too hard and too much to attend English
classes.

“It has been a big dream for me to be able to speak English
well,” Rivas said. “But I was working all the time, mainly with
other Latinos.”  Last summer, Carlos made the commitment and
signed up with “English in Action” where he was partnered with a
local property manager, and volunteer tutor, Robert Hubbell.

The one-on-one tutoring program that forms the backbone
of the El Jebel, Colorado based nonprofit “English in Action” re-
quires that both participants make a minimum six-month commit-
ment. That’s a big commitment, and one made before the student
and tutor even began the tentative process of getting to know each
other; a process complicated by the fact that one person speaks
little English and the other may have little experience teaching
English.

The need for a group like EIA go back to the 1980s, when
an increasing number of new immigrants, predominantly from
Mexico and Central America, settled in the Roaring Fork Valley of
Colorado.  Many took jobs in the service and construction indus-
tries and became a vital part of the local community.  But the new
immigrants struggled to learn English thus cultural divides devel-
oped due to their lack of English skills.

Lending A Helping Hand
EIA evolved over the years to become an independent

organization 10 years ago.  Since that time more than 2000 stu-
dents have been paired with more than 1200 tutors.  The free
program has become so popular with valley residents hoping to
improve upon their English language skills that there is current-
ly a waiting list, as there are not enough tutors to fill an ever-
increasing need.

But the success of the program comes down to one
human being sitting across a table from another and trying to
make contact in a manner that shows our similarities far out-
weigh our differences.  While many of the student/tutor pair-
ings last only for the duration of the initial six-month

Carlos Revas [L] and Robert Hubbell [R]

Con’t on page 4

http://www.hubbell.org
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Dr Geoff Hubbell, MD (ME20357): Choosing between funding
his 401(k) or eating Alpo Dog Food in his Golden Years

Editor’s Note: Dr. Geoff Hubbell, living in the
Seattle, WA area, wrote this humorous post on the

www.whitecoatinvestor.com blog in 2015.  Its
message remains relevant to us all in our culture of

consumption.  Enjoy

Readers of the whitecoatinvestor (WCI) blog will
have noted several references to eating Alpo in
retirement. Apparently, this happens when somebody
chooses jet skis and vacation homes over 401ks and
Roth IRAs. This appears to be especially unforgivable
in WCI’s eyes if you’re a physician, given the above-
average earning power of even the lowest paid doctors.
As best I can tell, a physician eating Alpo in retirement
is considered to be as bad as a number one draft pick
choosing to play for the Cleveland Browns in terms of
squandered opportunity.

Alpo in Seattle

After a recent perusal of Seattle real estate prices,
(hint: it’s expensive), I found myself questioning the
alleged faults of eating Alpo in your golden years. I
sure could use all that 401k money for gorgeous views
of Puget Sound instead of some nebulous thing three
decades into the future. My piano practice would
certainly sound nicer on a $200k Bosendorfer 9 foot
Imperial grand piano than my current used upright as
well. I decided to test the waters of living-for-today by
trying out some Alpo to see if I could talk myself into
a different way of living.

Right off the bat I had to
make a choice at the grocery
store between actual Alpo
and the slightly cheaper store
brand dog food. I eventually
chose Alpo, reasoning that I
would still have some
modicum of pride in my
latter years. I’m a doctor:
I’m worth name brand.
Besides, I’m sure all that
money I’m paying into
Social Security will have
grown handsomely to let me
afford the good stuff during
the twilight of my life.

There was good news
with my choice. Alpo comes
with a pop-top. This means I
won’t have to invest in a
can-opener. That’s 99 cents I
can apply to my Ferrari
payments right there. The
bright colors on the can will
also look good as seen
through the glass doors of
the custom cabinets I’ll be
sure to have in my dream
mansion.

So, is Alpo in retirement
really that bad? YES! This
stuff is absolutely terrible.
The best way I can describe
it is cardboard stroganoff.
Sure, dogs eat it. Dogs also
consider the cat litter box to
be an hors d’oeuvre tray. I
have a bit of a masochistic
streak, (I once put a
nasogastric tube in myself
during residency so that I
could truthfully tell my

patients that I knew how awful it was) and
was originally planning to eat the entire
can in order to prove some bizarre point to
myself, but I quickly gave up that idea. I
was reluctantly forced to conclude that I
would have to tell Gulfstream to cancel
that order for my G650.

One Year Later:  It has been about
one year since I discovered the WCI blog,
and during that time I have nearly doubled
my 401k contributions, changed my
portfolio entirely to index funds, sold a
Harley I bought on credit at 7% (forgive
me WCI, I was young and stupid…at 31),
and started an online savings account for
my eventual home down-payment that
earns a blistering 1%.  Aside from the
reams of paperwork involved with the
refinance, none of this stuff has been all
that difficult. Certainly, it was nowhere
near as difficult as memorizing the Kreb’s
cycle or being on call in the ICU for 30
hours straight.

Good finance, unlike medical school,
is an ongoing process with no defined
ending. Putting off present benefit for
future gain doesn’t come naturally to most
people, and most of the world is more
than willing to convince you that you
should be spending that money NOW.
Patience and discipline pay off
handsomely however, and I come back to
the blog frequently to remind myself of
that. If you don’t believe me and really
believe that you need that $80,000 Tesla,
go pick up some Alpo and let me know if
it’s worth it.

Note: Geoff’s parents Dr & Mrs William J.
Hubbell have been HSML members since 1997

A Choice Between your 401(k) or Alpo

commitment, many last longer. In some
cases, far longer.

Robert Hubbell, whose grandfa-
ther first started El Jebel, was raised in the
Roaring Fork Valley. He served in the Na-
vy and returned eight years ago. He read a
letter to the editor about EIA and how it
was looking for tutors. Since he worked a
stone’s throw away from the EIA office,
Hubbell decided to give tutoring a go. He
had exactly zero in the way of applicable
experience, save interactions with Spanish-
speaking tenants.

After an initial feeling-out period,
Hubbell and Rivas became comfortable
with one another’s company and, in the
past 10 months, they have been close
enough that they socialize outside the EIA
setting.

“ Our biggest issue has been coordi-
nating our schedule,” Hubbell said. “But
we have made it work. The first half-hour,
we spend reading the newspaper and talk-
ing about the stories. That gives us the
chance to work on vocabulary. Then we
talk about our lives. He tells me what he
did the previous week.

“The main thing for me has been
seeing Carlos’ increase in confidence,”

Hubbell said.  “It makes me feel more in-
cluded in the community,” Rivas said. “I
know I still have a lot to learn.”  He has
learned enough to volunteer at the local
fire department. “This is a comfortable
place to be Latino,” Rivas said. “I want to
give back to the community.  Speaking
English helps me do that.”

Robert Oliver Hubbell (ME#19835) is the son of
Carl David Hubbell of El Jebel, Colorado who has

been a member of HSML.
Story based on a 2018 article by staff writer M.

John Fayhee of the Aspen Daily News.

Con’t from page 3:    Lending A Helping Hand


