“What’s happening at the Hubbell House in Albuquerque”?,  

A little history: Around1998 the visionaries of the PajaritoVillage Association (PVA) formed the Committee to Save the Hubbell Property after a sale by the Hubbell Erdal family of the dilapidated 6000 square foot mid 1800’s adobe structure, to a private developer.   This committee, which later become the Hubbell House Alliance a non-profit, initiated the resale of the GHH and property to Bernalillo County.  The mill tax levy that provided this purchase began the task of restoring a very shabby  adobe historic house and “soil poor” acreage – a 10 year project!   So it was this group, many volunteers, government and educational institutions who were able to make this structure and property available to the public – the stewards.   
Today the plan to create the house and 10 acres into an educational space - agricultural, historic and cultural, is still in process.  The mission has changed for being solely a museum to one of adaptive reuse which encompasses a much broader slate of activities.   We are an educational, agricultural, cultural, and historical site with all activities focused toward this end.  Sightworks lead by Dr. Chris Musello working with Bernalillo County Open Space and the Hubbell House Alliance have begun work  designing, researching and building “remnant foundations” signage, shade structures for classes, events and daily activities – opening unveiling celebration August 10th this year – Save The Date! Proposed curated exhibits with full identification and re-creation of archival objects, rooms and photos, is also in process with an expected opening of summer of 2014. 
History, a very contentious process, leaves the professional and public historian(s) with many tasks.  Reading ink-well written scripts, cross checking time periods of weavings, horse bridles AND identifying photos. We have received three additional boxes of photos from the Erdal estate with many treasures in them.  They have all been scanned and labeled as much as we can.  The history of the house has been explored and documented.  Was it really a coaching stop, post office, etc.  All verified.  
Continuing with the educational mission … last month for example, eighty-six Pajarito Elementary second graders with parents and teachers walked the mile from their school to our museum and acreage for an all-day field trip with rotating agriculture and cultural activities.  Gabe Bauman Baker and Logan Slock our managing farmers from New Mexico State Agricultural Extension Office gave tours of our agriculture fields,  hoop house,  compost piles and a native red corn planting workshop where the students were able to create their own pot and take their plant home.   Katarina Gurule, a Master Naturalist had students tend the herb gardens with age appropriate tools and I was able to provide an indigenous exercise using musical instruments, a dance with the theme of Respect for Nature and Memory.  Generous neigboring Abuelita’s New Mexican kitchen owner Kathy Martinez brought over lemonade for all. 

Teaching children, especially those of this area,  about  El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, organic farming practices, architectural methods and the legacy of this area and the families and native belief systems that created it is what we are all about.  
There is a simple active farm used as a demonstration garden  The 3000pounds of fruits and vegetables we have grown and harvested this year all go to the Roadrunner Food Bank.   
The Gutierrez - Hubbell House at 6029 Istleta Blvd SW in Albuquerque, NM  87105 is open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10 AM to 2 PM for tours.  Our half mile, ADA compliant .5 mile walking trail around the perimeter of this 10 acres is  opened from dawn to dusk all year around. The full trail of one mile is also open those hours.  More information is at www.hubbellhousealliance.org  505.244.0507, 210.394.5536  Beva Sanchez-Padilla
Gutierrez Hubbell House Manager
Submitted by Marjorie MHK Hlava
mmkhlava@yahoo.com
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Looking for names and clues of who these wonderful guys might be. From the photo album of Louise Hubbell Erdal (last family to live at the Gutierrez Hubbell House) with orchard workers preparing to plant new apple trees, bare root! Probably about 1930 ish.

